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A REFORT ON PC'77 by Robert Glaser N1y

Porsonal computing is a new hobby made possible by
the development of "computers on a chip,"* called micro-
processors in the last few years. last summer for the .
first time there was a confersnce called Personal Comput-
ing 76, or PC'76 for short. This was the first confer-
ence on computers intended entirely for the laymsn hobby-
iet., It was & great success, and it has turned into e
yearly affair, Having missed PO'76, I decided to attend
PC'TT, Mugust 27th end 28th in Atlantic city, NJ.

Just about every manufacturer in the microcomputer
business was represented, each showing his wares. It is
emazing how fast the computer systems have advanced in the
limited time since thsir inception. There were & multi-
tude of color grsphics displays, mostly demonstrated by
game progrems. There was Monopoly game (quite appropriste
for ths setting) with the board in color on a CRT screen
showing the players' moves and the cards, as well ag &
black jack game showing the carde in color. Both of these
were & sight to behold, the colors outstanding. There
- was @lso a eolor graphics display utilizing a light pen,
which 2llows pictures to be drawn on the screen.

Another impressive application of computers demonstrated
wes volce synthesis. Some systems were set up to repeat
certain messages, while a more interesting setup allowed
one to type in a message, and if the words contained in
the message were known to the computer, it seid them.) It
took little time before this device was calling, "0Q DX
CQ DX CQ DX FROM N3IC N3I10 N3IC." Of course, everybody
thought I was crazy. Thers were soveral computers playing
music, with various selections to choose from, And I -




Wouldn % try 1o evea csunl the oupber of Star Trek Games
that were running. There was one fellow who had made

an entire booth with controls and a large screen in the
front for which many Trekkies were lined up to play their
favorite geme, this time actually in the Oaptain's sest.

Some of the more crowded displays were Oommodore, Heeth-
kit, Badio Shack, RCA, and MITS, COommodore was showing
off its new PET (Personal Electronics Transactor) computer,
and it is indeed going to heve a ma jor impect on the hobby
market. This self-contained system includes CRT, Keyboard,
BASIC, cassette recording, and graphice. Heathkit and its
8080 system end L3I-11 system on demonstration, Radio
Shack was showing its new Z80 based processor system, with
the computer bullt into the keyboard. It will be available
on an order only besis t.om certain of their stores. RCA
was demonstrating its mew COSMAC VIP processor which has
built in video snd cessette interfaces. Miny game pro-
grems are available already for the VIP from RCA. They
had one wired into a Heath HW-2036 synthesized rig, per-
forming a priority scan function, with resd ocut on a CRT.
The most impressive thing that MITS was showing was its
multi-user BASIC running in their Altair. I was highly
impressed, as I sat down at one of the terminmals, and
promptly gave it a CPU-time consuming number crunching
program, as I attentively watched the othsr thres users
to see how much my hog program would bog them down, and
much to my surprise, it didnt)! Hats off to MITS.

There were quite a few hems there (many & walkie=
talkie was hanging on a belt), and I attended a telk on
ham radio applications for hobby computers by Dr. Robert
Suding, a WO who is active on 33TV as well as much else..
The ARRL and AMSAT were represented, and many companies
which cannot even be mentioned., Carl Helmers, editor of
BYTE magezine was there with staff, azd I had quite an
inisreeting discussion with him on a variety of sub jects..

It was well attended, as many demonstrations were
difficult to see through the crowds. I understand that
the hotel was more crowded on Saturday than Sunday, and
1t was amply full on Sunday,

Aside from the conference, I had a fun time motorceycle
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mobiling up there Sundey morning, and returning that night.
By the way, with 2 watts and a 5/8 antenna on the bike, I
held 07/67 through the Aberdeen exit on I95, and had no
problem working it on the Dslaware Mesmorial Bridge. I

had opportunity to use the WR3ABI 34/94 near Philly end
WR2AFL, aleo 34/94, in AC.

My opinion of PC'77? Grest, but phooey on the §10
admission--however, CU at PC'78!

FCC HAS 10-4 FOR OBers: ITS SLIDE SHOW IS AVAILABLE
(In cese you didn't read this in THE MORNING SUN.)

Hey, you CBers the Federal Communications Commission
hag & big 10-4 for you.

!'nr non-CBers, & 10-4 means *I've got a unugt for
I‘Wo

The FCO has announced it hes produced e 10-minute
cartoon slide-and-sound show about CB rules, entitled
"10-4 Uncle Charlie.® In CB lingo, Uncle Charlie is the
- 0O,

The show is availabls for purchase by nlubl, associations,
schools end others interested in CB radio.

Viewers will meet such CBsrs as Fhinestone Cowboy,
EBarthmama, Bucketmouth and others.

The program inocludes 73 elides, & 10=-minute audio tape
cassotte; a script and & question-and-answer sheet designed
<0 answer most questions CBers are asking about FOC rules.

Phyll Horne, chief of the FOO's Field Operations Bureau,

Amateur Radio Genter

“Where hams meet, .

AMATEUR-CB-HOBRY SUPPLIES AND SERVICE
PARTS-ACCESSORIES-INFURNATION AND ADVICE

MUSTCAL INSTRUMENTS-RECORDS-TOOLS

Ernie, W3ICL




